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ABSTRACT 

This manual  is  intended to accompany the training of  future ceramic specialists  in the Arab
world. Resulting from the collaboration of four major institutions of French archaeology abroad:
the Section française de la direction des Antiquités du Soudan (Sfdas), the Institut français d’Archéologie
orientale (Ifao), the Institut français du Proche-Orient (Ifpo) and the Centre français de recherche de la
péninsule arabique (Cefrepa), it draws on the recent work of specialists from the Nile Valley, the
Near  East  and  the  Arabian  Peninsula  to  shed  light  on  the  theoretical  reflections  that  have
enriched  ceramic  studies  in  recent  decades.  Providing  a  genuine  field  tool,  this  volume  is
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nonetheless  a  skilfully  illustrated  collection  of  the  contribution  of  ceramic  studies  to  the
understanding of human history.
This is the English version of the manual. The bilingual version (English / Arabic) is available
here:  https://page.hn/yq8gch. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

This book has benefited from the financial support of the Section française de la direction
des Antiquités du Soudan (Sfdas) which funded the editing and the printing of the
volume.
The Institut français d’archéologie orientale (Ifao), the Institut français du Proche-Orient 
(Ifpo) and the Centre français de recherche de la péninsule Arabique (Cefrepa) funded the
Arabic translation.
Open Data Linked to the Publication
“Concise Manual for Ceramic Studies: Documents.” https://nakala.fr/collection/
10.34847/nkl.9ba2byj4
This collection contains the original forms presented in this book, which can be freely
used and reproduced for ceramic studies.

ROMAIN DAVID (ED.) 

Researcher, Section française de la direction des Antiquités du Soudan, Khartoum, Sudan.
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Archaeological

missions

Code numbers (e.

g.)
Code decrypt for site

Ba 18 1529

Dam 20 E 001

054

D 20 1 1

1200

Z 4 79

D 2 4

T nq 47 15

P 14 077

H v u 15

0058

II T 165 C d

01

K e W 65 November 6

405

Q v u 16 003

V u 901 M I S

3 3 14 152

Initials/diminutive of the archaeological site: Depending on the country speci昀椀c archaeological
traditions often between one and three characters relating to the archaeological site or the project
name e. g. D = Dongola, Q = QMPS, HMD = Hamadab, MWS = Muweis, TNQ = Tanqasi, DAM =
Damboya.
Figure 26. Examples of coding systems used at archaeological sites in the Middle Nile Valley.
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Counting the Lots of Pottery
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fig. 40

Figure 40.

Individual Counting
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fig. 41
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Figure 41.
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Data Analysis
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Diagrams and Charts
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Figure 42.
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Data Modelling
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Database Interface, Function and Results
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Main Card III

fig.  43 Technical  Card

fig.  43

fig. 44

Figure 43.

Figure 44.
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(fig.  46)

Pottery_BagForm

fig. 46

Pottery

fig. 46

fig.  46

fig. 45

Figure 45.
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Figure 46.

Sharing Data
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Discussion
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How does it work?

The LCP and Ceramic Research
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V. Various Approaches of the
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The Evolution of the Ceramic Production

Phase 1: The Regional Facies at the End of the Egyptian Late Period
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fig.  48

fig.  48

Figure 48.

Phase 2: Between Hellenisation and Creation of a Local Facies

5 ca. ca.
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caccabai chytra fig. 48

fig. 50

Figure 50.

Phase 3: Continuity of the Hellenistic Facies

6 ca. ca.

caccabai lopades

fig.  49

Figure 49.
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Phase 4: The Late Hellenistic Facies

7 ca.

caccabai fig. 49

Eastern Sigillata fig. 49

Phase 5: Early Roman Ceramics
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Concluding Remarks
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Eastern Sigillata
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fig. 52

fig. 53

Figure 51.

Figure 52.
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Figure 53.
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Cultural Encounters and Material Entanglement
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fig. 52

fig. 54

Figure 54.

What can we Learn from the AcrossBorders Project?
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Patterns of production: from Anthropology to
Archaeology
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chaîne opératoire II

II V

The Patterns of Production of Syrian Cooking Ware
(Brittle Ware)
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facies
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fig. 55

figs. 56-58

figs.  56-58

fig.  58

fig. 58

Figure 55.
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Figure 57.

Figure 58.
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The Scorpion I Tomb as a Case Study
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fig.  59
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Figure 59.
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Figure 60.
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fig. 61
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Figure 61.
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Artefact Analysis
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Vessel Morphology
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fig. 62

Figure 62.

Materials Analysis of Ceramics
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Production Technology
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fig. 63

Figure 63.

Use Traces
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Use-wear Traces
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fig. 64

Figure 64.

Organic Residue Analysis
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Summary
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fig. 65

Figure 65.
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Meroitic Pottery or Pottery from the Meroitic Period?
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fig.
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Regional Features of the Production and Internal
Economy
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fig. 67

fig. 67

Figure 67.
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fig.  68
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Figure 68. a b
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Chronology and Typology
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The “French Unit” of the NCAM

Figure 69.
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Égyptienne

BCE

￭

￭

The “Céramothèque” and the Specialised Research Library

￭

￭
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Figure 70. Cahiers de la céramique égyptienne (CCE) / Bulletin de liaison de la

céramique égyptienne (BCE)
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figs.
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Figure 74.
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Figure 75.
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Figure 76.

Between land and sea: material culture and

human landscape during the Islamic period in Lebanon
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Ceramic Studies at the Ifpo

Département d’Archéologie et Histoirede l’Antiquité

Départementd’Études Arabes, Médiévales et Modernes

Culture Matérielle et archéologie des techniques Département d’Archéologie et

Histoire de l’Antiquité

Training on the study of

archaeological ceramics. From the field to the publication

Training to ceramic drawing in archaeology

Figure 77.
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fig.  78

Italian Mission to Oman

Figure 78.

The Issue of De昀椀ning the Transition Period between
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Masāfī-5’s role in chrono-cultural de昀椀nition
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Figure 79.
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The Cefrepa Cooperation for Pottery Studies

chaine opératoire

Figure 80:
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1

2 Amphora

౤撍����ን閶
amfūra

I

3 Applied (decoration)

(����౯澌) �����������౯澌
zaḫrafa muḍāfa (zaḫrafa)

IV 12

4 Base

౤撍���ౖ嚤
qāꜥida

II

5 Basin

و�䡣ح
ḥawḍ
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I

6 Beaker

أ�⍶ك
ka’s

I

7 Body

ᥤ摆���౷瞘 � ������౷瞘
al-badan / al-jism

II

8 Bottle

౤撍����ౖ嚤
qārūra

I

9 Bowl

���౪橐
ṭāsa

I

10 Brushing

౤撍��������������౷瞘
al-tašṭīb bil-furšā

IV 3

11 Burnishing

䑜ل���౷瞘
aṣ-ṣaql

IV

2

12 Ceramic analysis

�����౷瞘�䑜ل���╁䄺
taḥlīl al-fuḫār
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II

13 Chaîne opératoire

�����౷瞘�������������౷瞘�������౷瞘
al-silsila al-ꜥamalīa l-‘intāj al-fuḫār

chaîne opératoire

II

14 Closed shape

ኽ붝����䑜ل��
šakl muġlaq

15 Coarse ware

ᣳ���౷瞘������౷瞘
al-fuḫār al-ḫašin

16 Coiling

������౷瞘����������������౷瞘
at-taṣnīꜥ bil-lafā’if al-ṭīniya

III 2

17 Combed (decoration)

(����౯澌) � ����
mumaššaṭ (zaḫrafa)

IV 8 IV 10

18 Common ware

(�����౷瞘������౷瞘) ����౷瞘������౷瞘
al-fuḫār al-ꜥām (al-fuḫār al-šā’iꜥ)

19 Craft specialization

┏མ����౷瞘�������౷瞘
at-taḫaṣṣuṣ al-ḥirafī
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20 Cup

أ�⍶ك
kūb

I

21 Decoration

����౯澌
zaḫrafa

IV

22 Fabric

������౷瞘�����
nasīj al-‛ajīna

II

23 Fine ware

(ᥤ摆����౷瞘�������౷瞘) ᣳ�����౷瞘������౷瞘
al-fuḫār al-mutqan (al-fāḫir, al-nā‛im)

24 Finishing

������౷瞘
at-tašṭīb

IV

25 Firing

(����౷瞘) �┏མ��౷瞘
aš-šayy (al-ḥarq)

26 Firing atmosphere

(����౷瞘������� �┏མ��౷瞘�����) �┏མ��౷瞘����
wasaṭ aš-šayy (bī’at al-šayy, bī’at al-ḥarq)
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27 Glaze

������౷瞘
at-tazjīj

IV 6

28 Grog

ᥤ摆 ���������
fuḫār muhaššam

29 Grooved (decoration)

������ ᥤ摆����  ����౯澌
muḫaddad (muṯallam) (zaḫrafa)

IV 14

30 Handle

䕂م���
maqbaḍ

II

31 Hand-made

ὖ嘖 �����������
maṣnūꜥ yadawiyan

III

32 Hammering

��������䑜ل�����౷瞘
at-taškīl bil-ṭarq

III 4

33 Hardness

�����౷瞘
aṣ-ṣalāba
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34 Impressed (decoration)

(����౯澌) ������
maṭbu‛ (zaḫrafa)

IV 7 8

35 Incised (decoration)

(����౯澌) ౯澌 ����
muḥazzaz (zaḫrafa)

IV 9 10

36 Inclusions

��౷瞘���౷瞘
aš-šawā’ib

37 Jar

౤撍 ���
jarra

I

38 Jug

ኽ붝���౲犘
‛ibrīq

I

39 Leather-hard paste

��������������
‛ajīna šibh jāfa

40 Kneading

ᣳ����౷瞘
al-‛ajn
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41 Manufacture

(䑜ل�����౷瞘) ������౷瞘
at-taṣnī‛ (at-taškīl)

42 Modelling

(�����౷瞘�䑜ل�����౷瞘) ��������౷瞘
an-namzaja (at-taškīl al-yadawī)

III 1

43 Moulding

� ����౷瞘(��������䑜ل�����౷瞘)
aṣ-ṣabb (at-taškīl bil-qālab)

III 3

44 Moulded (decoration)

(����౯澌) ��������䑜ل�����
mušakkal bil-qālab (zaḫrafa)

IV 15

45 Organic residue analysis

������౷瞘��������౷瞘�䑜ل���╁䄺
taḥlīl al-muḫallafāt al-‛uḍwiya

V V

46 Open shape

�䡣و�����┏མ�౷瞘�ን閶
‛awānī maftūḥa

47 Painted (decoration)

(����౯澌) (�����) ┏མ����
maṭlī (mulawwan) (zaḫrafa)

IV 13
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48 Paste

������౷瞘
al-‛ajīna

49 Petrofabric

��౷瞘����������������౷瞘�����╁䄺��ን閶����
wasf ‛aw taṣnīf al-‛ajīna biḥasab muḥtawāhā

II

50 Pinching

�����������౷瞘
al-qarṣ bil-‛iṣba‛

51 Plate

(ᣳ��) ኽ붝���౪橐
ṭabaq (saḥn)

I

52 Polishing

������౷瞘
al-talmī‛

53 Porosity

�������౷瞘
al-masāmiya

54 Pot

���ౖ嚤
qidr

55 Rim

���� ��
fuwwaha

I

56 Refitting

(����౷瞘����) ����౷瞘���⍶أ�╁䄺
tarkīb al-qiṭa‛ (rabṭ al-qiṭa‛)
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57 Scraping

����౷瞘
al-kašṭ

III 7

58 Shape

䑜ل���౷瞘
aš-šakl

59 Shaving

������౷瞘
at-tašzīb

III 8

60 Sigillata

�╁䄺�����
sījīllātā

61 Slip

�������౷瞘
al-biṭāna

IV 4

62 Smoothing

ಉ覕�����౷瞘
at-tamlīs

IV 1

63 Soot

(�����౷瞘) ����౷瞘����ᣞ�
’āṯār al-ḥarq (al-suḫām)

64 Spout

�����
miṯ‛ ab
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65 Stamped (decoration)

(����౯澌) �����
maḫtūm (zaḫrafa)

IV 11

66 Surface treatment

������౷瞘��������౷瞘
al-mu ‛ālaja al-saṭḥiya

67 Tableware

౤撍�����౷瞘�┏མ�౷瞘�ን閶
’awānī al-mā’ida

68 Temper

���������౷瞘��
šawā’ib muḍāfa

69 Use-wear traces

�౷瞘�����౷瞘����ᣞ�
’āṯār al-’istiḫdām

70 Utility ware

┏མ�����౷瞘������౷瞘
al-fuḫār al-ḫadamī

71 Wash

(ᣳ���౷瞘����) ���ౖ嚤������౪橐����౪橐
ṭabaqa ṭīniya raqīqa (ma’u aṭ-ṭīn)

IV 5

72 Wedging

ಉ覕������౷瞘�ᣳ���౷瞘
al-‛ajn al-mutajānis
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73 Wheel-coiling

�����౷瞘�����������౷瞘�������౷瞘��౷瞘�������������౷瞘
at-taṣnī‛ bistiḫdām al-lafā’if al-ṭīniya ‛alā al-‛ajala

III 6

74 Wheel-made

�����౷瞘����౷瞘��������
maṣnū‛ biwāsiṭat al-‛ajala

75 Wheel-throwing

�����౷瞘���������౪橐����⍶أ�ᣳ�������౷瞘�����╁䄺
taṣnī‛ al-fuḫār min kutla ṭīniya ‛alā al-‛ajala

III 5

Plates

Plate I.

Plate II.
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Plate III.
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Plate IV.
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